
 

 MARCH NEWSLETTER 

  

Vicar’s desk notes: 
As we enter the Month of March, we say good 

bye to winter and hello to the unpredictability 

of spring.   With the coming of the warm 

weather comes some of the last shots of chilly 

weather and storms that can happen when 

warm and cold air combines. 

Here at St. Michael’s, things are moving.  We 

have a new Mission Council and a revitalized 

ECW that are making good things happen.  We 

had a fun St. Valentines Day Dance.  People 

are calling and asking about getting married 

here.  We are also booking baby showers.  

There are signs of life in this wonderful church 

again. 

In our liturgy, we are moving from Epiphany to 

Lent.  I am looking forward to our Lenten 

Devotions where we will be using Bishop 

Owensby’s new book, “A Resurrected Life” to 

show us new insights into this season on 
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looking inward.  Our Sunday Gospel Readings in March will all be from 

Luke.  We will begin with the last Sunday of Epiphany and then begin 

with first three Sundays of Lent.  We end Epiphany with Luke’s version 

of the Transfiguration.  We will proceed with the journey of Jesus in the 

period of Lent which will culminate with the Palm Sunday, Passion 

Week (including Maundy Thursday and Good Friday), and the glorious 

celebration of Easter in April.  Our Ash Wednesday Service Gospel 

Reading will be from Matthew. 

I hope you will take this as a time of preparation where we will study 

together and make ourselves spiritually ready to understand where 

Jesus is going and what He is trying to tell us during this Lenten Season. 

I hope and pray that we will together take the opportunity to grow 

spiritually closer to God and each other. 

Thank each of you for the continued hard work you do on behalf of this 

church.  If you have not yet taken to opportunity to put your gifts 

(spiritual and otherwise) to work at St. Michael’s, it is not too late.  

There is still much work to do.  Invite your friends and neighbors to be 

part of what we are doing at St. Michael’s.  I love this church and I know 

that you do too.  We are not where we want to be yet.  We know that 

our goals and dreams can only happen when we pray without ceasing 

and follow that up with the demanding work and strength and 

commitment that comes from God.  God bless you all. 

 

Blessings in Christ, 

Father Wayne 

 

  



 

Reflections: By Deacon Belle 

*************************************************************** 

I wrote this poem some years ago about how God helps us when 
worship does not come easy. 
 
"Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord........" 
my nerves, red highways on a map of pain 
too strained to be ignored; 
but higher than this solo deficit, 
the liturgy flows on in Light; 
my choice: to rise on waves of prayer 
or shrivel into fright. 
I climb from my cocoon, as others do, 
to share the common cup, 
finding you in the risking of release...... 
Oh Lord, we lift them up! 
 
*************************************************************** 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS REPORT:  March 2019   Steve Rogge 

Permanent Painting completed their latest project.  Both the white and red 

portions of the front and rear ends of the church are repainted. It looks much 

better. 

The red brick building (parsonage) will be the storage area for the May garage 

sale.  I can open up for you if you want to drop items off, pretty much any time.  

Call me at 201-8022. 

I sprayed all buildings for bugs.  Our locksmith repaired locks on the Altar Guild 

room and Classroom 2.  We will now be using the deadbolt lock, instead of the 

door knob lock, on the Altar Guild door. 

************************************************************* 



 

March Notes from the Choir Loft 

I miss my mom. That's kind of an odd way to start a 

note but it true. My mom pushed me almost to the 

breaking point when I was growing up. I was the 

oldest, only girl and the only granddaughter. You 

know the story. I was always expected to have the best 

grades and be the best at my music. 

I was raised in a musical family. My dad led the 

singing and mom played the piano at our home 

church. I spent many Sunday Services sitting on the 

piano bench while she played. That wasn't always 

my choice but if I was misbehaving in church that's 

where I ended up. 

It seemed my life was made up of church, piano 

lessons and hours of practice. You see, my mom 

wanted me to have what she was never able to have. 

Her mom had to take in washings to pay for her 

piano lessons and she never had the chance to go to 

college. The happiest day of her life was when I got 

my degrees. To quote her, "now I can die happy after 

seeing you graduate college." 



 

"He Keeps Me Singing" has always been my favorite 

hymn and I have to say that my mom gave me the 

ability to keep singing and have a career in music. 

I'm sure she did what most moms do for their 

children, but she was my mom and I miss her. 

Easter is upon us and let us rejoice and keep singing 

His praises! 

In Christ, 

Gale 

 

 

 

ECW – Episcopal Church Women  

February was a success!  The Valentine Dance Fund Raiser brought in $280.00 for 

the ECW fund. Thank you to all who contributed, but mostly to all who came and 

participated!  You are the ones who made it such a success! 

 As you may know, ECW is instrumental in contributing to the church and 

outreach activities.  As we move into the year, St. Michael’s ECW will be planning 

more fund raisers and donation activities.  Be on the lookout! 



 

Tuesday, March 3, Celeste Mobley, will be hosting Shrove Tuesday “Pancake and 

Pajamas” Supper. The event will be for all church members, friends and family.  

The cost is $5.00 per person, and this will provide pancakes, sausage and a drink.   

Come dressed as you like, the pajamas are optional.   This is the day before Lent 

begins.   

Sunday, March 17, St. Patrick’s Day, we will be having a potluck after Mass.  

Everyone is invited to bring your favorite Irish Dish to share.  There will be a 

signup sheet in the Parish Hall.  What types of foods are Irish you ask?  Some 

ideas are Corned Beef and Cabbage, Irish Brown Bread, Soda Bread, Potatoes, 

Carrots, Stew........does Irish Bailey’s count?  Bring whatever inspires you.  It will 

be a time of fellowship, fun and full bellies! 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

FUN FACTS ABOUT SHROVE TUESDAY! 

 

Shrove Tuesday is the day before Lent starts on Ash Wednesday. The name 

Shrove comes from the old middle English word 'Shriven' meaning to give 

absolution after hearing confession.  Lent always starts on a Wednesday, so 

people went to confessions on the day before. This became known as Shriven 

Tuesday and then Shrove Tuesday. 

The tradition of marking the start of Lent has been documented for centuries. 

"Ecclesiastical Institutes" from around 1000 AD states: "In the week immediately 

before Lent everyone shall go to his confessor and confess his deeds and the 

confessor shall so shrive him as he then may hear by his deeds what he is to do [in 

the way of penance]".  

 



 

By the time of the late the celebration of Shrovetide lasted until the start of Lent. 

It was traditional in many societies to eat pancakes or other foods made with the 

butter, eggs and fat that would be given up during the Lenten season and so that 

people were ready to fast during Lent.  In that time, those ingredients were 

probably the most fatting ingredients in the house, so a very simple recipe was to 

combine them and make pancakes.  It was the last indulgence before the 40 days. 

 

 The specific custom of British Christians eating pancakes on Shrove Tuesday 

dates to the 16th century. 

In many Christian parish churches, both Protestant and Roman Catholic, a popular 

Shrove Tuesday tradition is the ringing of the church bells (on this day, the toll is 

known as the Shriving Bell) "to call the faithful to confession before the solemn 

season of Lent" and for people to "begin frying their pancakes". 

The custom of making pancakes still continues today, and in many U.K. towns and 

villages pancake races (where people race with a frying pan while tossing a 

pancake in it!) and pancake tossing competitions are held on Shrove Tuesday. 

In some countries, which are most familiar with, Shrove Tuesday is known as 

'Mardi Gras'. This means 'Fat Tuesday' in French and also comes from the idea of 

using up food before Lent. 

Why are we wearing Pajamas?  Have not a clue …............. 

 

Hope to see you all there!   

Your sister in Christ, Dana 

  



 

 



 

                         

02 BELLE ROLLINS 

14 JOHNNY CHILDRESS 

21 ZEKE BASCO 

 AMY ROBERTSON 

22 SHANE SCHULTZ 

23 CONNOR WARD 

 BRIANNE DAVIS 

25 LEAH FLETCHER 

26 EVAN DAVIS 

27 LYNNE DISTEFANO 

31 HANNA CHILDRESS 

  

 

 

MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS 

Announcements 

1. Please pray for continued healing for Jeannie 

Basco, Brian Corley, George Barrileaux, Irene 

Noel, Ann and Billy Wells, Betty Rose, Mary 

Young, Charlene McKneely, Frank Stevens 

2. If you know anyone needing prayers, visitations or 

home communion, please call the church or email 

Fr. Wayne.  The church will add them to our 

intercessory prayer list or plan to visit.  

3. Anyone who would like to add to or have any 

ideas for the newsletter please call Father Wayne.  

4. If you would like to put flowers on the altar for 

any special occasion, the cost is $50 a Sunday. 

Please see Laura Cooper, Michael Parham or Patti 

Noel to mark your date. Please mark check in 

memo for “Flower Fund.” 

5. The food pantry is always in need of food:   

macaroni and cheese, oatmeal or grits, cereal, 

jelly, and peanut butter.  We are thankful for the 

hard work of Pat Thompson, Carole Hampshire, 

and Sarah Cooper.   

6. The women Half-Way House could use donations 

of diapers, newborn clothing and essential items 

needed for newborns. Many of the women need 

clothing.  Please bring donated items to the 

church and leave them with either Fr. Wayne or 

Patti Noel.  

7. Thank you to all who have submitted pledges.  

 

8. Liturgy Committee Meeting on Sunday, March 3rd 

after Mass. 

 


