
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Michael’s 

Episcopal 

Church 

March 

Newsletter 

Phone 318-640-0030 

Fax – 318-641-1289 

Web site:  www.stmichaelspineville.org 

 

 

Bishop                                                                                                                                                               

Rt. Rev. Jacob W. Owensby, Ph.D., D.D.                        
Rector                                                                                                                                                                   

The Rev. George Gennuso                                               
Deacon                                                                                                                                                                                 

The Rev. Deacon Belle Rollins 

Sunday Schedule                                                                                                                                                        

9 am – Holy Eucharist                                                                                                                                   
10:45 – Angel Food Breakfast                                                                                                                     

Weekday Eucharist                                                                                                                                                    

10 am – Tuesday                                                                                      
10 am Thursday 

Senior Warden                                             

Steve Rogge 

(2017) 

Vestry Clerk    

Scott McCoy 

(2018)                                                  

Vestry Chaplain                                    

Londa Price                     

(2016) 

2016                     

Martha Herren                        

Sandi McCoy                                       

2017 

Josh Brown  

 

2018                          

Kay Ferguson 

Jamie Smith            

Stuart Spurlin 

Account Manager              

Patti Noel                        
Office Hours                                                

Tues. 9 – 2 pm  
Wed. 9 – 2 pm 

Altar Guild 

Director                                

Ann Wells                                                                       

 

Organist                                                          

Mary Crump                                

Choir Director                                                    

Roger McCoy  

 

 

Flower Guild                                                                                                 

Brenda Milam                                                
Rebecca Williams                                                     
Jennifer Owens                                                

Jenny Morrow                                                             
Mary Michael Mule 

 

 

Treasurer                 

Grace Gennuso 

Sextons                 

Kitty & Gary 

Wynn 

 

“Hearts for God                                     

Hands for Service                             

Love for All” 



 

  

MARCH SUNDAY MINISTRY 

SCHEDULE  
 

    

MARCH   

2016 

March 6 

 

March 13 

 

March 20 

 

March 27 

 

ALTAR COLORS PURPLE PURPLE RED WHITE 

SUNDAY                                  

READINGS 

Joshua 5:9-12                        
Psalm 32                                           

2 Cor. 5:16-21                           
Luke 15:1-3;11b-32 

Isaiah 43:16-21                    
Psalm 126                         

Phil. 3:4b-14                     
John 12:1-8 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-6                         
Phil. 2:5-11                        

Luke 19:28-40 

 

 

ALTAR                                            

GUILD 

 

Diane Lawton                         
Rebecca Williams                        

Miriam Clay 

 

Lynne Distefano                         
Kay Ferguson                                  

Jennifer Owens 

Christine             
Fernandez 

VESTRY          

HOST 

 

Londa Price                       
Kay Ferguson 

Sandi McCoy                  
Jamie Smith 

 

Scott McCoy                   
Steve Rogge 

ALTAR                         

FLOWERS Lenten Greenery Lenten Greenery Palm Sunday 

HOME  COMM. Lynne  Distefano Paula  Lieberman Gail Wilking 

NURSERY Tammy George 
KayLea Ward 

Shane Schultz 

 

Holli Rachal 
Michelle Price 

EUCHARISTIC 

MINISTERS 

Josh Brown                             
Scott McCoy                        

Brian Warner               
Lynne Distefano           

Josh Brown                        
Scott McCoy                 

 

ACOLYTES                                  
Kaylea Ward                              

Brandon Schiele            
Joshua Starks 

 

Luke Ward                  
Jenna Morrow                 
Spencer Brown                                                     

                   

Aidan Schiele            
Brandon Schiele      

KayLea Ward              

LECTORS                                 

OT    Scott McCoy                                        
PS      Kaylea Ward                                       
NT     Lillian Cutshall                              

OT  Sandi McCoy                                                
PS   Brandon Schiele                                         
NT   Frank Stevens                                

OT    Sandi McCoy                                              
PS     Shane Schultz                                       
NT     Frank Stevens                             
POP   Cyndi Menton 

USHERS &  

GREETERS 
Gail & Chuck                 

Wilking 
Stacy & Obie                  

Ward 
Chuck &                                

Cindy Menton 

 

 

ANGEL                                

FOOD 

BREAKFAST                      

COOK TEAMS 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Creole Kings” 

Steve Clarius                        
Kay Ferguson                    

Dax Clarius 

“Grumpy Ole’ Men and 
Two Ladies” 

Chuck & Cyndi Menton 
Fred & Jean Normand  

Chuck Wilking                          
Ray & Tonya Bass 

 

“The Breakfast Club” 

Johnny Childress                 
Paula Lieberman                

Noah Baker                          
Logan Kennedy 

LIVE STREAMING Johnny Childress Amos Allen Mark Price 
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March Anniversary 

March 5  Grace and George Gennuso 

March 17  John and Phyllis Ramares 

March 20  Samantha & Jeff Hackman 

March 29  Ann and Jim Brookover 

 

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing 
care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are 
doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
March 1     Ginny Warner 
March 2     Belle Rollins 
March 3     Regina Andrus 
March 8     Randall Despino 
March 10   Chase Young 
March 12   Ann Brookover 
                    Betsy Petty 
March 14   Johnny Childress 
                    Julie Despino 
                    Carmen Lashney 
                    Olivia Rogge 

March 14    Art Sweeney, Jr. 
March 15    Phoenix Holloway 
March 21    Zeke Basco 
                     Amy Robertson 
March 22    Lynne Distefano 
                     Shane Schultz 
March 23    Bailey Davis 
                     Connor Ward 
March 26    Ray Bass 
                     Tonya Bass 
March 31    Hannah Childress 

 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your 
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  BCP 830 
 

 

St. Michael’s 

Care Ministry 
Thursday, March 22nd                              

6:00 pm in our                       

Parish Hall!!!! 



 

 

 

 

“My Favorite Bible Character and Why” 

You are cordially invited to the next presentation in our “My Favorite Bible Character” Lecture 

series.  We are honored to have Mother Mary Richard,                                                                                

Rector of Holy Cross Episcopal Church, Shreveport, as our speaker.  

Dinner will be served at 6 pm followed by Mother Mary’s presentation.                                          

                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People of the Bible  
DATE SPEAKER Church Family BIBLE CHARACTER 

March 10 Mother Mary 

Richard 

Rector, Holy Cross                      

Shreveport, LA 

Wisdom 

April 7 John Robert Member of  St. James Episcopal,                    

Alexandria, LA 

St. James of Jerusaleum 

May 12 Canon Bill Bryant Canon to the Ordinary                    

Diocese of Western Louisiana 

Joseph of Arimathea 

 

 

Mother Mary Richard 

“Wisdom”                        

Guest Speaker 

Thursday, March 10 
 



                      

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone --- 50+  

 You’re welcomed to join us this month for our monthly 

luncheon at Picadilly in Alexandria…                                       

I promise you ---  

YOU WILL HAVE A GOOD TIME!!!! 

 

 



 

Dear Parents With Young Children in Church 
By Jamie Bruesehoff 

 
 
 

You are doing something really, really important. I know it's not easy. I see you with your arms 
overflowing, and I know you came to church already tired. Parenting is tiring. Really tiring. 
I watch you bounce and sway trying to keep the baby quiet, juggling the infant car seat and the diaper bag as 
you find a seat. I see you wince as your child cries. I see you anxiously pull things out of your bag of tricks to try 
to quiet them.              
 And I see you with your toddler and your preschooler. I watch you cringe when your little girl asks an 
innocent question in a voice that might not be an inside voice let alone a church whisper. I hear the 
exasperation in your voice as you beg your child to just sit, to be quiet as you feel everyone's eyes on you. Not 
everyone is looking, but I know it feels that way.          
 I know you're wondering, is this worth it? Why do I bother? I know you often leave church more 
exhausted than fulfilled. But what you are doing is so important.       
 When you are here, the church is filled with a joyful noise. When you are here, the Body of Christ is 
more fully present. When you are here, we are reminded that this worship thing we do isn't about bible study 
or personal, quiet contemplation but coming together to worship as a community where all are welcome, 
where we share in the Word and Sacrament together. When you are here, I have hope that these pews won't 
be empty in 10 years when your kids are old enough to sit quietly and behave in worship. I know that they are 
learning how and why we worship now, before it's too late. They are learning that worship is important.
 I see them learning. In the midst of the cries, whines, and giggles, in the midst of the crinkling of pretzel 
bags and the growing pile of crumbs, I see a little girl who insists on going two pews up to share peace with 
someone she's never met. I hear a little boy slurping (quite loudly) every last drop of his communion wine out 
of the cup, determined not to miss a drop of Jesus. I watch a child excitedly color a cross and point to the one 
in the front of the sanctuary. I hear the echos of "Amens" just a few seconds after the rest of the community 
says it together. I watch a boy just learning to read try to sound out the words in the worship book or count 
his way to Hymn 672. Even on weeks when I can't see my own children learning because, well, it's one of those 
mornings, I can see your children learning.          
 I know how hard it is to do what you're doing, but I want you to know it matters. It matters to me. It 
matters to my children to not be alone in the pew. It matters to the congregation to know that families care 
about faith, to see young people... and even on those weeks when you can't see the little moments, it matters 
to your children.              
 It matters that they learn that worship is what we do as a community of faith, that everyone is 
welcome, that their worship matters. When we teach children that their worship matters, we teach them that 
they are enough right here and right now as members of the church community. They don't need to wait until 
they can believe, pray or worship a certain way to be welcome here, and I know adults who are still looking to 
be shown that. It matters that children learn that they are an integral part of this church, that their prayers, 
their songs, and even their badly (or perfectly-timed, depending on who you ask) cries and whines are a joyful 
noise because it means they are present.          
 I know it's hard, but thank you for what you do when you bring your children to church. Please know 
that your family -- with all of its noise, struggle, commotion, and joy -- are not simply tolerated, you are a vital 
part of the community gathered in worship. 

 



TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNING                                       

HOLY COMMUNION AND LENTEN STUDY                                                                      

10 AM – PARISH HALL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EWWwhatWhat would 

March/April                         

Adult 

Christian   

Formation 

 

 

As always, Holy Communion is celebrated in our Parish 

Hall on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 10 am.  

During the season of Lent, we will utilize Sam Portaro’s 

book of meditations, “DAYSPRINGS” as a Lenten exercise 

for discussion. 

Please know –                                                     

all are invited to participate!!! 

 

 

What would lead a first-century rabbi to travel 

thousands of miles by sea and by land, to be beaten 

imprisoned, and ultimately beheaded for his faith?  It 

was a call --- a call to turn the world upside down. 

 This is the story of the Apostle Paul, whose 

writings continue to shape the lives of one-third of the 

world’s population, a man second only to Jesus in his 

impact and influence on the Christian faith, and whose 

witness defines what it means to be a follower of Jesus 

Christ.       

 Join us on Sunday’s at 11 am in classroom #1 for 

a six-week video journey to the lands where Paul 

traveled, preached, suffered and triumphed. 



CHOICES                                                                                                                                                                                                           

A Palm Sunday Meditation                                                                                                                     

by Vinnie Lainson 

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about free will. About human beings having the ability, the space, and the 
opportunity to make choices. In that space, that freedom of will, it seems to me that there are essentially 
two kinds of choices one ultimately makes – we can either chose what is life-giving or we can chose what is 
life-taking. Smoking, drinking, lying, hating are all life taking choices. Loving, truth telling, forgiving, eating 
properly are all life-giving choices. 

Today’s story is a story that begins with hope and promise and possibility with the charming picture of Jesus 
entering the holy city on the back of a humble beast of burden. The story turns, however, into despair, 
darkness and fear. And it is all about choices. 

It seems obvious enough that everyone in this story makes choices: the crowd angry and crying out for relief, 
Pilot trying to find a way through a complicated political mess, Judas succumbing to his darkest self, Simon 
Peter lying over and over. Everyone makes choices in this story and the amazing thing is, none of them are 
life-giving, none of them except one – Jesus, the young teacher from Nazareth, that rabble rouser, trouble 
maker, rule breaker – only he makes a life-giving choice. And even he struggles. 

If Jesus were telling his own story, I suspect the hardest part to share, for him, might be the garden part. The 
garden where he is alone, searching, searching his heart and pleading with the heavens, “What,” he begs, 
“what am I to do? What is the life-giving choice??” 

He could have saved his own life. He could have taken back all his teachings, renounced his truth telling, put 
out a disclaimer on the miracles – he could have lied. But lying is never a life-giving choice, never. Making a 
life-giving choice, for him, will mean losing his life. Few, if any of us, will find ourselves in the garden making 
such a choice, but we find ourselves daily making choices that are in fact life-giving or life-taking. And there 
will be times when making the life-giving choice will mean letting go of something, may mean letting 
something die. Funny how upside-down this feels, how paradoxical it seems – give up to get, let die to live, 
embrace fear to know courage. And rather scary to think of boiling the whole of life down into two essential 
notions: either what I am about to say or do is life-giving or it is life-taking. 

Today is Palm Sunday and our way into the holiest of weeks. With intention, let us mark and observe the 
choices we make. With honesty, let us own those that take life away. With relief, let us embrace those that 
give life. With gentleness and compassion, let us learn to know the difference.  Amen. 

 

 

HOLY WEEK 

SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 20 

Liturgy of the Palms 

9 am 

 



MAUNDY THURSDAY EUCHARIST 

AND FOOTWASHING 

March 24 at 6 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday Meditation                                                                                                                                            
by Dennis Sanders 

1 Corinthians 11:23-32  - 23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 

on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way he took the cup 

also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 

will be answerable for the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Examine yourselves, and only then eat of the 

bread and drink of the cup. 29 For all who eat and drink] without discerning the body,] eat and drink 

judgment against themselves. 30 For this reason many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.31 But if 

we judged ourselves, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so 

that we may not be condemned along with the world. 

 About fifteen years ago, I saw a wonderful movie called Soul Food.  The movie was about an 
African American family in Chicago where the family gathered weekly after church for a meal cooked by 
the matriarch of the family.  The meal was filled with things that I love: fried chicken, collard greens, 
macaroni and cheese- all probably bad for my cholesterol, but so good. It was this meal that in many 
ways held the family together, and when Big Momma died the meals and the family were thrown into 
disarray.  The skill and cunning of one grandson was able to get the three sisters together to cook a meal 
and in time bring the family back together.         
 The apostle Paul is talking about communion here.  In fact, he is going back to an event that he 
wasn’t around for, the Last Supper of Jesus with his disciples.  The church in Corinth was in turmoil and in 
many cases forgot what this meal was all about.        
 For Paul, this meal was about proclaiming Christ, the one who would bring salvation to you, to me 
and to all of creation.  It is also an act of grace.  On the night that he shared a meal with the one who 
would betray Him and the one who would deny Him.  This meal is not one where we have to be good 
enough to be there.  We come as we are, because we need it.  We need to know that God is in the 
business of saving, we need to know that no matter who we are and what we have done, Jesus still shares 
a meal with us.  We need this because you and me and everyone want to be healed.  We need this meal 
because we are hungry and the morsels the world gives us don’t fill us up.  We need this meal because it is 
the place where rich and poor, straight or gay, black or white are one in Christ Jesus.  This is the glue that 
hold us together.           
 About eight years ago, I went to a family reunion in Louisiana, where my Dad is from.  The food 
there was just like in Soul Food: all bad, but oh so good.  That meal brought Sanders from around the 
country to say hello and come together. The meal was the glue that brought us together.  
 The meal that brings us together.  Remember that tonight, tomorrow and on Sunday.                            
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 



Prayer Vigil 

begins March 24 at 7:30 pm through  March 25 at noon   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

There is something quite magical about the prayer vigil.  Something, that truly is beyond explanation.  
On the surface, it seems simply an hour that we have committed to sit alone in prayer.  And that is 
true;  however, it becomes more than that.  It has nothing to do with what “we do”; but what His 
presence does for us.  In that quiet sixty minutes alone in our beautiful sanctuary --- if we are willing 
not only to pray but more importantly to listen, you will become aware of His presence in that “lonely 
place”.   In the midst of that wonderful experience we are reminded that our God is truly with us.  He 
is with us at all times --- in the quiet and in the chaos of the world. 

I am reminded of the words of author, Helen Wright in “Spending Time in the Presence of God”: 

“God is near.  He fills the room around you where you are sitting or   standing.  He is in the air above 
you; he is in the ground below your   feet.  His presence is everywhere.  He fills the highest heavens, 
the  deep seas, down to the center of the planet and out beyond the farthest-flung reaches of this 
galaxy, past myriads of other galaxies, to   the edge of the universe, and beyond that...  Up, down, 
east, west, out to infinity.  And yet he stands beside you, now, hearing each breath you take, noting 
every motion and every thought that comes from you.”  

My prayer for each of you is that you will take advantage of this incredible experience.  To sit and just 

“be” with Him.  To hear Him remind you how much you are loved and how proud He is of you.  

   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 25                                                                                        

Noon and 6 pm services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Good Friday Meditation                                                                                                                                                                                   
by  Jim Sawtelle 

PLUNGED INTO HELL 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Mark 15:34 

In the last couple decades a controversy has arisen among Christians over the existence of Hell. A startling 
number of Christian theologians have gone to great lengths trying to demonstrate that a good God would 
not prepare a place of eternal punishment for condemned sinners—Hell. 

Yet, a recent opinion poll taken among North Americans indicates that more people believe in hell today 
than back in the 1950s. In 1952 about 58 percent of the public believed in hell. Today the figure is 60 
percent. 

I don’t put much stock in polls, but I do believe there is a hell. I believe this because Jesus has been there.  

No one can plumb the depths of Jesus’ agony upon the cross. But when darkness came over all the land 
from the sixth to the ninth hour—and the sun’s light failed—Jesus descended into hell. That’s why he cried 
out from the cross at the ninth hour, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

The Bible clearly indicates that hell is a place of “outer darkness.” Hell involves being forsaken and 
abandoned by God, being deprived of his loving embrace and presence, suffering under God’s just 
judgment. Jesus’ cry tells us he was there. 

Jesus was willing to endure the darkness of hell so that we might dwell in the light of heaven. He was 
willing to be forsaken so that we may be accepted by God. 

No one who believes in Jesus need ever fear of being abandoned by God. “He who did not spare his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:32). “All 
things” means heaven, not hell. 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Mark%2015.34
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Romans%208.32


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 am                                                                          

Easter Sunrise Eucharist                                                         

at Outdoor Chapel 

7 am                                                                          

Easter Breakfast 

10 am                                                                        

Easter Sunday Solemn Eucharist 

11:30 am 

Easter Egg Hunt 

12 pm                                                                                

Easter Sunday Luncheon 

 

 

Easter Sunday 

Schedule 



 

 

 

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church Goes Live                                                                                                                        

By Amy B. Allen 

There’s an old saying that goes something like this: “If you can’t bring Mohammad to the mountain, bring 

the mountain to Mohammad.”   

While no one is looking to drag a mountain anywhere – and that would be quite the task in central 

Louisiana anyway – Fr. George Gennuso has devised a way to bring church to those who cannot attend 

services. 

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church launched live streaming on Christmas Eve and broadcast the service into the 

ether, thereby making it possible for anyone anywhere to watch it from their homes, dormitories, barracks, 

and so forth.  

After months of hard work and endless tweaking, as well as ongoing collaboration between Fr. Gennuso 

and parishioner Amos Allen, the church entered the twenty-first century world of live streaming. This means 

anyone with Internet access can watch the services in real time from their computers, from the ill or 

homebound parishioner to one deployed with the nation’s military to foreign lands.  

The cameras are focused on three areas of the sanctuary:  the altar, the pulpit and the lectern along with 

shots of processions and recessions. 

Whether tuning in to the real-time services or watching the recordings on the church’s YouTube channel, 

the idea behind the streaming is promoting a sense of cohesion and commonality among the church 

community regardless of its members’ physical location. Indeed, the open availability of the streamed and 

archived services invites anyone interested to view them, whether they are members of St. Michael’s or not.  

Live streaming the services involves using digital camcorders installed below the choir loft to capture the 

church services and, via the website http://www.ustream.tv, broadcast them live and in real time to anyone 

who wants to watch. Together with Mark Price and Johnny Childress, Allen gives of his time to run the 

computer and remotely control the cameras, switching camera shots and zooming in and out as the moment 

demands.  

Fr. Gennuso expects the services held throughout the Lenten season to be streamed, including, along with 

the Lenten Sundays, the services of Holy Week: Palm Sunday (March 20), Maundy Thursday (March 24), Good 

Friday (March 25), and Easter Sunday (March 27). 

Please feel free to watch the streamed services at http://www.ustream.tv. Type “St. Michael’s Episcopal 

Church, Pineville LA” into the search field (look for the little box with the magnifying glass). If you have any 

questions or are interested in helping with this ministry, ask Fr. Gennuso, Amos Allen, Mark Price, or Johnny 

Childress. 

 


