
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. Michael’S 

Episcopal Church 

March 

Newsletter 

Phone 318-640-0030                                               

Fax – 318-641-1289                                            
Web site:  www.stmichaelspineville.org 

 

 

Bishop                                                                                                                                                               

The Rt. Rev. Jacob W. Owensby, Ph.D., D.D.                        
Rector                                                                                                                                                                   

The Rev. George Gennuso                                               
Deacon                                                                                                                                                                                 

The Rev. Deacon Belle Rollins 

Sunday Schedule                                                                                                                                                        

9 am – Holy Eucharist                                                                                                                                   
10:45 – Angel Food Breakfast                                                                                                                     

Weekday Eucharist                                                                                                                                                    

10 am – Tuesday                                                                                      
10 am Thursday 

Senior Warden 

Stuart Spurlin 

(2018) 

Vestry Chaplain                                    

Deacon Belle 

Rollins    

Junior Warden 

Elton Clark 

(2019 
Jamie Raborn                                        

(2108)                                        

Steve Rogge                 

(2017) 

Paula Lieberman                   
Brian Warner                           
James O’Neal                             

(2019) Asst. Vestry 
Chaplain               

Dalton Land                             
(2019)     

 

Vestry Clerk 

Kay Ferguson  

(2018) 

  

Sextons                                                          

Kitty & Gary Wynn 

Altar Guild Director                                

Ann Wells  

 

Organist                                                          

Mary Crump 

 

Treasurer  

Flower Guild                                                                                                                                        
Rebecca Williams                                                     
Jennifer Owens                                                

Mary Michael Mule 

Food Pantry Coordinator 

Carole Hampshire 

Choir Director                                                    

Roger McCoy 

Account Manager              

Patti Noel                        
Office Hours                                                

Tues. 9 – 2 pm                      
Sun. 12 am – 4 pm  

 

 

“Hearts for God                                     

Hands for Service                             

Love for All” 



The Rev. Chris Heying 

Guest Speaker 

“Basil the Great 

Gregory of Nazianzus and 

Gregory of Nyssa” 

Thursday, March 16 at 6 pm 

The Rev’d R Christopher Heying (rhymes with 
“flying”) was born in New Mexico and grew up 
in North Texas.  A lifelong Episcopalian (since 
he was adopted at three), Chris was active in 
youth groups, church camp, Happening, and 
campus ministry at the University of North 
Texas where he earned a degree in English 
Literature.  He met his wife Cindy Perkins 
Heying (who grew up at the Church of the 
Epiphany in Opelousas) when they worked 
together at All Saints’ Episcopal School in 
Vicksburg, Mississippi.  After their marriage at 
Camp Hardtner (at which Father Gennuso 
preached) in 1990, Chris and Cindy worked 
together in social services and then education.  
He attended Nashotah House Seminary in 
Wisconsin before ordination in 1998. 
Father Heying served as a parish priest in 
Texas, Tennessee, New York, and Virginia 
before becoming rector in 2015 of Saint Paul’s 
Church “in beautiful downtown Abbeville” 
where with the vestry he, as a trained 
mediator, is currently working to establish, as 
an outreach of the congregation, a community 
mediation center for Vermilion Parish.  He and 
Cindy have three children: Mary Grace, a 
senior in high school; John Luke, a freshman; 
and Patrick, a third grader. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 

ANNIVERSARIES 

March 5  Father George & Grace Gennuso 

March 17  John & Phyllis Ramares 

March 20  Samantha & Jeffery Hackman 

March 29  Ann & Jim Brookover 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing 
care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are 
doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, 830) 

April 9 Palm Sunday 9 am 

April 13 
Maundy Thursday 

Service 
6 pm 

April 13 Altar of Repose 9 am – Friday noon 

April 14 Good Friday 7 am/6 pm 

April 16 Easter Sunday 

7 am – Easter Sunday Morning Eucharist 

10  am – Easter Sunday Celebration 

11:30 – Easter Egg Hunt 

12 pm – Easter Luncheon 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 1  
March 2  
March 3  
March 9  
March 12  
  
March 14  
    
   
 
March 15  
 

Ginny Warner 
Deacon Belle Rollins 
Regina Andrus 
Steve Clarius 
Ann Brookover 
Betsy Petty 
Johnny Childress 
Carmen Lashney 
Olivia Rogge 
Arthur Sweeney 
Phoenix Holloway 

March 20 
March 21  
March 22 
   
 
March 23 
   
March 25  
March 26  
 
March 31 

Amy Allen 
Zeke Basco 
Ella Cintron 
Lynne Distefano 
Shane Schultz 
Connor Ward 
Bailey Davis 
Mandi Brossette 
Ray Bass 
Tonya Bass 
Hannah Childress 
 

 

 

Bridge House 

Car Wash   

March  11 & 25                 

9 am – 3 pm 

 

 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 

wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 

discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your 

peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  BCP 830 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 

wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 

discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your 

peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  BCP 830 

 



February Adult Christian Formation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Michael’s                                                                        

2016/2017 Fall/Spring                                                             

Lecture Series                                                                        

“The Church Fathers” 

This series will focus on the Church Fathers and will be presented by priests & lay leaders from 
throughout our diocese.  Below you will find a breakdown of the presentations.  As always, 
dinner will be served at 6 pm followed by the presentation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor and author Matt Rawle is on a mission. 
He sees Christ all around him—in books, 
movies, TV shows, rock music—and he wants 
to share what he sees. As Matt says, "God 
offers the raw ingredients, and 
'culture' is whatever we cook up."  

In The Faith of a Mockingbird, based on 
Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, pastor and 
author Matt Rawle uses Lee’s beloved 
characters to explore Christian faith, 
theology, and ethics. Join Scout, Atticus 
Finch, Boo Radley, and Tom Robinson in this 
four-week study considering God’s world and 
what it all means.  

The Faith of a Mockingbird is part of The Pop 
in Culture Series of Bible studies in which 
Matt Rawle stirs up a tasty gumbo of insight, 
humor, 
and inspiration based on some of your 
favorite pop culture classics.  

 

 Date Speaker Topic 

 
Thursday, 

May 18 

Mrs. Mary Deville 
Lay Leader 

Trinity Episcopal 
Natchitoches, LA 

Jerome 

 
Thursday, 

June 15 

Fr. Alston Johnson 
Dean 

St. Mark’s Cathedral 
Shreveport, LA 

Augustine 

 



 

He was upset when he lost his glasses,  

but never expected to hear this… 
 

x   

My mother’s father worked as a carpenter. On this particular day, he was building some crates for the 
clothes his church was sending to orphanages in China. On his way home, he reached into his shirt 
pocket to find his glasses, but they were gone. When he mentally replayed his earlier actions, he 
realized what had happened; the glasses had slipped out of his pocket unnoticed and fallen into one of 
the crates, which he had nailed shut. His brand new glasses were heading for China!  

The Great Depression was at its height and Grandpa had six children. He had spent $20 for those glasses 
that very morning. He was really upset by the thought of having to buy another pair. “It’s not fair,” he 
told God as he drove home in frustration. “I’ve been very faithful in giving of my time and money to 
your work, and now this.” 

Months later, the director of the orphanage was on furlough in the United States. He wanted to visit all 
the churches that supported him in China, so he came to speak one Sunday at my grandfather’s small 
church in Chicago. 

The missionary began by thanking the people for their faithfulness in supporting the orphanage. “But 
most of all,” he said, “I must thank you for the glasses you sent last year. You see, the Communists had 
just swept through the orphanage, destroying everything, including my glasses. I  was desperate. Even if 
I had the money, there was simply no way of replacing those glasses. Along with not being able to see 
well, I experienced headaches every day, so my coworkers and I were much in prayer about this. Then 
your crates arrived. When my staff removed the covers, they found a pair of glasses wedged between 
two blankets. 

The missionary paused long enough to let his words sink in. Then, still gripped with the wonder of it all, 
he continued: “Folks, when I tried on the glasses, it was as though they had been custom made just for 
me! I want to thank you for being a part of that.” 

The people listened, happy for the miraculous glasses. But the missionary surely must have confused 
their church with another, they thought. There were no glasses on th eir list of items to be sent 
overseas. But sitting quietly in the back, with tears streaming down his face, an ordinary carpenter 
realized the Master Carpenter had used him in an extraordinary way. 

There are times we want to blame God instead of thanking h im! Perhaps it is something we ought to try 
more often, “Thank you, God, for not allowing my car to start this morning.” He may have been saving 
your life from a car accident. “Lord Jesus, thank you for letting me lose my glasses; I’m sure they’ll be 
put to good use or there is a lesson to be learned.” 

Always look for the “perfect mistakes.” 

“God shall supply all your needs according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus .” – Phil 4:19 
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What is Lent? 

Lent is a season of the Christian Year where Christians focus on simple living, prayer, and fasting in order to 
grow closer to God. 

When is Lent? It's the forty days before Easter. Lent excludes Sundays because every Sunday is like a little 
Easter. Basically, it's about one-tenth of a year (like a tithe of time). Mardi Gras is the day before Lent, which 
begins with Ash Wednesday. This year it's from March 1 (Ash Wednesday) to April 16 (Easter), 2017. 

Mardi Gras?  What does that have to do with JESUS?? Mardi Gras means "Fat Tuesday." It refers to the day 
before Lent starts. Since Lent always starts on a Wednesday, the day before is always a Tuesday. And it's called 
"Fat" or "Great" because it's associated with great food and parties. 

In earlier times, people used Lent as a time of fasting and repentance. Since they didn't want to be tempted by 
sweets, meat and other distractions in the house, they cleaned out their cabinets. They used up all the sugar 
and yeast in sweet breads before the Lent season started, and fixed meals with all the meat available. It was a 
great feast!  Through the years Mardi Gras has evolved (in some places) into a pretty wild party with little to 
do with preparing for the Lenten season of repentance and simplicity. Oh well. But Christians still know its 
origin, and hang onto the true Spirit of the season. 

So the real beginning of Lent is Ash Wednesday? Yes. Ash Wednesday, the day after Mardi Gras, usually 
begins with a service where we recognize our mortality, repent of our sins, and return to our loving God. We 
recognize life as a precious gift from God, and re-turn our lives towards Jesus Christ. We may make resolutions 
and commit to change our lives over the next forty days so that we might be more like Christ. In an Ash 
Wednesday service, usually a minister or priest marks the sign of the cross on a person's forehead with ashes. 

Why ashes? In Jewish and Christian history, ashes are a sign of mortality and repentance. Mortality, because 
when we die, our bodies eventually decompose and we become dust/dirt/ash/whatever. Repentance, 
because long ago, when people felt remorse for something they did, they would put ashes on their head and 
wear "sackcloth" (scratchy clothing) to remind them that sin is pretty uncomfortable and leads to a sort of 
death of the spirit. This was their way of confessing their sins and asking for forgiveness. 

Where do the ashes come from? On what we now call Palm Sunday, Jesus rode a donkey into Jerusalem while 
people waved palms and cheered him on. Less then a week later, Jesus was killed. The palms that were waved 
in joy became ashes of sorrow. We get ashes for Ash Wednesday by saving the palms from Palm Sunday, 
burning them, and mixing them with a little oil. It's symbolic. 

What do Christians do with ashes? At an Ash Wednesday service, folks are invited to come forward to receive 
the ashes. The minister will make a small cross on your forehead by smudging the ashes. While the ashes 
remind us of our mortality and sin, the cross reminds us of Jesus' resurrection (life after death) and 
forgiveness. It's a powerful, non-verbal way that we can experience God's forgiveness and renewal as we 
return to Jesus. 

So what is LENT? At Jesus' baptism the sky split open, the Spirit of God, which looked like a dove, descended 
and landed on Jesus, and a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, My Beloved, with whom I am pleased." 
Afterward, as told in Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus was sent into the wilderness by the Spirit. Where he fasted and 
prayed for 40 days. During his time there he was tempted by Satan and found clarity and strength to resist 
temptation. Afterwards, he was ready to begin his ministry. 


